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In the Book of Numbers we read:
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“And Moses gave to them, to the children of Gad, and to the children of Reuben, and to the
half-tribe of Manasseh the son of Joseph, the kingdom of Sihon king of the Amorites, and
the kingdom of Og king of Bashan, the land, according to the cities thereof with their
borders, even the cities of the land round about” (Num 32:33; see also: Deu 29:7; Jos 13:8-
32).

The inheritances (by lot) of the tribes of Judah and of Joseph’s sons (Ephraim and the western
half tribe of Manasseh), are described in Jos 15:1-63 and Jos 16:1-17:13 respectively. We also
read in the Book of Joshua:
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“Only to the tribe of Levi he gave no inheritance; the offerings of YHWH, the God of Israel,
made by fire are his inheritance, as He spoke unto him” (Jos 13:14).

Now we read in the Book of Joshua:
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“And there remained among the children of Israel seven tribes, which had not yet received
their inheritance” (Jos 18:2).

Then Joshua said to the people:
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“Appoint for you three men for each tribe; and I will send them, and they shall arise, and
walk through the land, and describe it according to their inheritance; and they shall come
to me.
And they shall divide it into seven portions: Judah shall abide in his border on the south,
and the house of Joseph shall abide in their border on the north.
And you shall describe the land into seven portions, and bring the description hither to me;
and | will cast lots for you here before YHWH our God” (Jos 18:4-6).
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“And the men went and passed through the land, and described it by cities into seven portions in a
book, and they came to Joshua unto the camp at Shiloh.

And Joshua cast lots for them in Shiloh before YHWH; and there Joshua divided the land to the
children of Israel according to their divisions” (Jos 18:9-10).



We are also told that the first lot came out to the tribe of %33 - “Benjamin” (Jos 18:11); the
second to the tribe of Y¥AW - “Simeon” (Jos 19:1); the third to 192t - “Zebulun” (Jos 19:10);
the fourth to 99wWW» - “Issachar” (Jos 19:17); the fifth to 9WN - “Asher” (Jos 19:24); the sixth
to 99993 - “Naphtali” (Jos 19:32); and the seventh to Y7 - “Dan” (Jos 19:40).

Yet traditionally, it is assumed that the map of the tribes of Israel is the following:
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