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Caleb, Achsah and Othniel. By Caroline Innis. Watercolor on paper. 1827.

In the Book of Genesis we read:
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“In that day YHWH made a covenant with Abram, saying: To your seed have I given this
land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates;
The Kenite, and the Kenizzite, and the Kadmonite;
And the Hittite, and the Perizzite, and the Rephaim;
And the Amorite, and the Canaanite, and the Girgashite, and the Jebusite” (Gen 15:18-21).

Now we read in the Book of Numbers:
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“And YHWH spoke to Moses, saying:
These are the names of the men that shall take possession of the land for you: Eleazar the
priest, and Joshua the son of Nun.
And you shall take one prince of every tribe, to take possession of the land.
And these are the names of the men: of the tribe of Judah, Caleb the son of Jephunneh”
(Num 34:16-19).

Yet two chapters earlier we read: 233N ,M139%-2 AY5 - “Caleb the son of Jephunneh the
Kenizzite” (Num 32:12; see also: Jos 14:6, 14).

It seems rather remarkable that a person from the Kenizzite people (whose land was given by
God to Abraham progeny) became the prince of Judah, a major tribe of Israel.

Furthermore, we read in the Book of Joshua:
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“And to Caleb the son of Jephunneh he gave a portion among the children of Judah,
according to the commandment of YHWH to Joshua, even Kiriath-arba, which Arba was
the father of Anak--the same is Hebron.
And Caleb drove out thence the three sons of Anak, Sheshai, and Ahiman, and Talmai, the
children of Anak” (Jos 15:13-14).

If Caleb the son of Jephunneh was a genuine member of the tribe of Judah the remark that he
received a portion “among the children of Judah” would have been peculiar. However, if Caleb
was indeed a Kenizzite, this remark is explanatory.

It appears that Caleb was also a strong man who could drive away the giants that resided in
Hebron. It seems that this trait was shared by his family as we read about the town of Debir (later
named: Kiriath-sepher): 295 'NX 1P =13 HN%NY NT139% - “And Othniel the son of Kenaz,
the brother of Caleb, took it” (Jos 15:17; see also: Jud 1:13).

Furthermore, we read:
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“And the anger of YHWH was kindled against Israel, and He gave them over into the hand
of Cushan-rishathaim king of Aram-naharaim; and the children of Israel served Cushan-
rishathaim eight years.
And when the children of Israel cried to YHWH, YHWH raised up a savior to the children
of Israel, who saved them, even Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb's younger brother.



And the spirit of YHWH came upon him, and he judged Israel; and he went out to war, and
YHWH delivered Cushan-rishathaim king of Aram into his hand; and his hand prevailed
against Cushan-rishathaim.

And the land had rest forty years” (Jud 3:8-11).

In the Book of Genesis we read: 5121 251239 *23N) - “I have cleared the house” (Gen 24:31),
and this suggests that 139%~)a 295 - “Caleb the son of Jephunneh” actually means: “Caleb the
son of a man that was removed (from the Kenizzite land). In the Book of Amos we read:

HNIY?I HA-NN 02N -D92 MYINI - “I will winnow the house of Israel among all the
nations” (Am 9:9), which suggests that Caleb’s brother name: 9N*39¥ - “Othniel” means: “God
had winnowed me (from the Kenizzite land). > Alternatively, the name YN*3nY (a 'thniel) could
be a letter-deletion error of YR=%pNY (a thganiel) - “God had dislodged me” (e.g. Job 14:18;
18:4).

These names suggest that the Biblical writers did not shy away from the fact the Caleb and his
brother were Kenizzitet and not of the children of Israel.

It appears quite remarkable that from a people that their land was taken away by the Israelites
came a person that was appointed the prince of the tribe of Judah and another one who was a
savior judge,



