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In the Book of Genesis we hear God telling Abraham:
INTYN 512990 NIN-IN T9-T9) , PN -NN ,NAIN-TUN TN -NN TI2-NN NI-NP 9N
STPUN N TUN 0970 TN DY NbyY o
“And He said: Take now your son, the only one, whom you loved, even Isaac, and go to the
land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt-offering upon one of the mountains which
I will tell you of” (Gen 22:2).

The Greek translator wrote here “the high land” which suggests that he believed that 1999
(Moriah) is a vowel letter insertion and order-type error of N9 (ramah) - “high” (e.g. Eze
17:22). However, it is also possible that %919 Y9N (erets vamoriah) is a vowel letter-
substitution and order-type error of NN Y9N (erets haemori) - “the land of the Amorites”
(e.g. Num 21:31; Jos 24:8; Jud 10:8; 11:21; Am 2:10).

We are told that in this place Abraham built an altar (Gen 22:9) and then:
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“And Abraham called the name of that place Adonai-jireh; as it is said to this day: In the
mount where YHWH is seen” (Gen 22:14).

However, a place named nX9? 19 (YHWH yareeh) which was translated to English as
“Adonai-jireh” is never mentioned again in the Bible.

Although in this event God spoke extensively with Abraham, He never mentioned that in the
future the house for the name of God will be build there. This place is mentioned in the Bible
only once more by a biblical writer that lived over a thousand years later.

In the Book of Samuel we read that after David sinned by ordering to count the people of Israel

and Judah:
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“And YHWH gave a pestilence upon Israel from the morning even to the time appointed;

and there died of the people from Dan even to Beer-sheba seventy thousand men” (2 Sam

24:15).

We are told that David observed the destroying messenger of God in the threshing-floor of
Araunah the Jebusite (2 Sam 24:16-17), and then was told by the Prophet Gad to build there “an
altar to YHWH “ (2 Sam 24:18).

After buying the threshing-floor of Araunah:
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“And David built there an altar to YHWH, and offered burnt-offerings and peace-offerings.
So YHWH was entreated for the land, and the plague was stayed from Israel” (2 Sam
24:25).



We are also told that David was contemplating to build a house for God, but God told him
through the Prophet Nathan that only after David’s death, his son will build the house for God’s
name (2 Sam 7:2-17; see also: 1 Ch 28:2-10). However, nowhere in this narrative, does God
indicate where the house for his name should be erected.

In the Book of Kings we find an elaborate description of the 199 $%an - “the house of
YHWH?” that was built by King Solomon (1 Ki 6:1-38). However, oddly enough we are not told
where in Jerusalem this house was built. Furthermore, while we read that Solomon assembled the
heads of the tribes of Israel to Jerusalem for: §9%8 N3N =197 95912 NN =592 PIN-NN MIYND
- “to bring up the ark of the covenant of YHWH out of the city of David, which is Zion” (1
Ki 8:1), we again are not told where 7999 5%an - “the house of YHWH” was. We should
indicate that 9% - “Moriah”, and 029 (NMINR) NN )9 - “the threshing-floor of
Araunah the Jebusite”, were not mentioned in this narrative.

Yet the Chronicler tells us:
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“Then Solomon began to build the house of YHWH in Jerusalem in mount Moriah, where
[YHWH] appeared to David his father; for which [provision] had been prepared in the place
of David, in the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite” (2 Ch 3:1).

It appears peculiar that the Chronicler will mention here mount Moriah (in Greek “the mountain
of Hamoria”) without mentioning the father of the Israclite nation- Abraham. Furthermore both
the Greek and the English translators assumed that the missing word here is “YHWH?”, but
according to the Book of Samuel, David saw in the threshing-floor of Araunah only the
“messenger of YHWH” and not God Himself.

While we read in the Book of Samuel that David bought the threshing-floor of Araunah and built
there an altar to God, we have not heard that he prepared that place for anything else, nor set
there provisions for the building of a house for the name of God.

We may conclude that it appears that the pious Chronicler mad an effort to attribute to
Solomon’s “house for the name of God”, a profounder meaning as a center of the Israelite
people’s nationality and religion However, unwittingly the Chronicler connected it with David
who is described as B4 WX - “man of blood” (2Sam 16:7, 8; 2 Ch 28:3), the kind of man
that is detested by God (Ps 5:7).

The association of the “house for the name of God)” with the event at mount Moriah described in
the Book of Genesis is also ill conceived, as there Abraham was about to sacrifice his son Isaac
on an altar, while the Bible repeatedly strongly rejects human sacrifices (e.g. Deu 12:31; 18:10; 2
Ki 16:3; 17:17, 31; 21:6; 23:10; Jer 7:31; 19:5; Eze 20:31; 2 Ch 28:3; 33:6). It is therefore hard
to believe that a house dedicated to a righteous God will be associated with a place where human
sacrifice was almost carried out.



